
Allocate contract value:  
 
I can confirm that Aintree University Hospital does hold the information you have requested, 
however this information is being withheld under the following exemption of the Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA): - Section 43 (2) Commercial interests.  
 
Section 43(2) protects information which would be likely to, prejudice the commercial interests of 
any person (including the public authority holding it).  
 
In applying section 43 we have balanced the public interest in withholding the information 
against the public interest in disclosing it.  
 
The use of this exemption was carefully considered. The factors in favour of disclosure of this 
information, including the general public interest and greater transparency and accountability, 
were carefully weighed against the need to allow business-people and commercial organisations 
the space to conduct their lawful business competitively and without fear of disclosure of 
sensitive commercial information.  
 
We consider that this transparency also poses risks to the protection of commercially 
confidential information.  
 
Failure to protect such commercially sensitive information would limit the sources of 
procurement available.  
 
Aintree University Hospital has carried out a public interest test and have based our decision on:  

 Disclosure would assist the promotion of openness and transparency in our decisions and in 
our spending of public money  

 The cost relates to a specific service which would disclose the third party’s pricing for 
supplying such  

 It would therefore be likely to unfairly disadvantage their commercial interests when 
competing for future public sector and private sector contracts  

 The current contract is due to go out to tender and the release of this information would 
expose the current contract holder’s pricing to the competing bidders  

 We do not consider it to be in the public interest that companies entering into business 
arrangements with public authorities should be commercially prejudiced as a result  

 We also do not consider it to be in the public interest that our commercial interests are 
prejudiced when procuring future software solutions from private sector organisations.  

 

To publish their individual pricing for supplying specialised bank staffing/ booking solution 

software for a large organisation such as Aintree University Hospital is highly likely to be of value 

to their competitors. In this case after such consideration we believe that the public interest in 

withholding the information outweighs the public interest in its release. However we can confirm 

the annual contract value with Allocate is between £140K & £150K. 


